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Teens and Internet Safety 
 
 According to Jane Weaver, a senior writer for MSNBC, a 2009 study by Yahoo! and ad 
agency Carat Interactive found that teens and young adults (ages 13-24) today spend an 
unprecedented 16.7 hours a week online (Attention Getter). Because we are young internet users, 
it is important for us to know the dangers that lurk online and how to keep ourselves safe when 
surfing the Web (Listener Relevance Link). Teens need to be better educated in safe internet 
practices (Thesis Statement). To understand the issue of teens and internet safety, we will look at 
what the dangers are that teens face when on the Web, what causes those dangers, and what a 
possible solution is to remedy these threats are (Preview of Main Points).  
  

I. Teens spend an overwhelming amount of time on the internet today and not all of 
them are educated in internet safety.  
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II. There are many causes of the lack of internet safety education.  

A.  Teens spend more time on the internet than with any other type of technology or 
media.  

1. Teens spend 16.7 hours a week on the internet, excluding e-mail. 
2. They spend an average of 13.6 hours a week watching television.  
3. They listen to the radio for an average of 12 hours a week.  
4. They talk on the phone for an average of 7.7 hours a week.  
5. Reading books and magazines for pleasure take up 6 hours a week of their 

time.  
B. There are a wide variety of ways that teens can get into trouble on the internet. 

1. They visit chat rooms and talk to people they don’t know.  
2. They post personal information and pictures that strangers should not be 

seeing.  
3. They can add people as friends on social networking sites.  
4.According to a report funded by the National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children performed by Janis Wolak, Kimberly Mitchell, and 
David Finkelhor in 2006, “Approximately one in seven youth online (10 to
17-years-old) received a sexual solicitation or approach over the Interne
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danger due to their actions on the internet. 

1. We hear of kidnappings in the news
choose to meet people in person whom they only know from the internet. 

2. Ever rarer, some are murdered by these strangers.  
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 Teens have access to the entire world on the Web. 
1. They can look up anything, at anytime, no matter
2. They may not realize just how many people

are there to harm.  
 Parents do not talk to their teens enough about what safe and unsafe internet 

practices are.  
1. According to Symantec Internet Security Online in 2007, 22% of teen

say that
2. Some parents do not know as much about computers and the internet as 

their teens do, so they feel like they can’t do much when it comes to 
educating them.  

Because the internet is so vast, it is sometimes hard for parents to monitor 
everything that their children do online.  

D. Teens today are part of a new age of media.  
1. Teens have grown up with the int

other way.  
a. Sometimes they might not think about the dangers that lurk online. 

1) A
40% of 13-17 year olds believe that there is nothing wrong 
with chatting with people they don’t know online.  

2) Even more, 30% have thought about meeting someone in 
person whom they first met online.  

b. They think that nothing bad will ever happen to them.  
 are so many different types of technology tha

the internet and they are always on it.  
he solution to the problem of a lack of internet safety education lies first and 

most with parents.  
A. Parents should have conversations with their teens about the dangers of the 

internet.  
1. Parents can even set rules with their children about their internet usa

1) Teens are less likely to do unsafe practices if other people 

2) Parents can set a time limit of how much their t
on the internet each week.  

Parents can monitor what sites their c
looking at the history.  
Showing their teens that internet sa
thing can open up communication between parent and child wh
issue come up.  



2. Rules for the internet should be the same as they are in real life.  
a. In real life, parents teach their children not to talk to strangers. 
b. They also teach them not to give personal information to people 
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In conclusion, we have examined why teens need to be better educated in the dangers 
of the internet. W
education, and how the issue can be remedied (Review of Main Points). Teenagers today 
need to be more aware of the dangers on the internet (Restatement of Thesis Statement). 
It is important for teens to be able to enjoy using the internet, but we need to make sure 
that
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whom they do not know.  
3. Retrieved in 2010, Philip Rosenthal, a computer and internet safety ex

for over 30 years says that “Even though children may have better 
technical skills, don't be intimidate
need advice, guidance, and protection. Teaching your kids about onlin
security will serve them well for the rest of their lives — it is your 
responsibility as a parent in today’s world to teach them safe conduct 
online.”  

Teens will be more knowledgeable about what is out there and will be more 
inclined to practice safe internet procedures.  

1. The number
2. Parents would be more confident in their teens when they use the inte
3. Teens will be more confident in themselves and their action

e have looked at what the problem is, what has caused the lack of 

 their welfare is taken care of in the process.  
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