
Saying no to violence  
Domestic violence prevalent in Pierce County, but so are resources  
 
For Amanda Davis, it’s still hard to trust people. A senior sociology major at Pacific Lutheran 
University (PLU), Davis was a victim of domestic violence.  
 
At age 16, Davis found herself in her first romantic relationship. A University Place native, she 
grew up with the same small group of friends. One of these friends would severely impact her 
life forever.  
 
“Everything was great when we first started dating,” Davis said. “Sunshine and rainbows and 
butterflies and all that great stuff.” 

After about nine months, however, things began to change. Her boyfriend, Mark*, started to 
become jealous of other people Davis talked to and needed to know where she was and what she 
was doing at all times.  

“My phone would never stop ringing,” Davis said. “I would never stop getting texts.” 

For the next nine months, the relationship was off and on multiple times. Some weeks were 
better than others, as Mark would try to win Davis back, she said. However, Mark confessed that 
he had cheated because Davis continually turned him down for sex, and she had finally had 
enough, deciding to end the relationship.  

Little did she know that the most dangerous violence would start after the breakup.  

The next nine and half months were when the stalking started. Mark got extremely violent at 
school, against both Davis and those trying to help her. The entire administration had to get 
involved, including teachers and the superintendent.   

Davis said she was not aware of all of the resources available to her in the area.  

Abi McLane, victim services supervisor at the Crystal Judson Family Justice Center, said there 
are many resources for victims located up and down the I-5 corridor and we are lucky to have 
them all.  

“These services didn’t just pop up because there wasn’t a need,” McLane said. “There’s been an 
established need and there has been the ability for us to create many services.” 

Prominent resources in Pierce County include the YWCA and the Crystal Judson Family Justice 
Center in Tacoma.  

McLane said that domestic violence can incorporate a variety of behaviors, all of which are 
centered on the perpetrator’s desire for power and control.  



 
Name calling in public, using physical, sexual, emotional or psychological violence to intimidate, 
breaking down a victim’s self-esteem, or using victims’ children against them are all actions that 
are considered domestic violence.  
 
Another way perpetrators control their victims is by controlling finances, McLane said. Victims 
might not be allowed to spend any money unless their perpetrators dictate it. Many people also 
go straight from living at home into an abuse relationship and were never taught how to manage 
a budget. 
 
“It’s not just physical abuse,” said Stacey Mulick, crime reporter for The News Tribune. “It’s 
deeper than that.”  
 
Mulick said that although domestic violence is an issue, she only reports on instances that result 
in fatalities.   
 
“It’s a matter of resources and time and how much space we have in the paper,” Mulick said. 
“We just can’t cover everything.”  

Jennifer Warwick, the victim’s advocate at PLU’s Women’s Center, uses the term ‘intimate 
partner violence’ to describe this type of behavior on the PLU campus. She feels that the term 
‘domestic violence’ carries a stereotype that only people who are in a romantic relationship and 
who live together can be involved in this type of behavior.  
 
“We feel like it encompasses our campus population better,” Warwick said.  
 
The Women’s Center provides services, possible with the help of a federally funded grant, to 
PLU students who feel they are in these types of situations. Warwick said their goal is “to create 
a culture on campus of the belief that women are equal to men, women deserve the same rights 
as men, and should be treated equally.” 

Domestic violence can occur between other people besides just a man and a woman.  

“It could be a girl being abusive to a guy, it could be a guy being abusive to a guy, a girl being 
abusive to a girl,” Davis said. “It can literally happen to anyone and anywhere.” 

The Family Justice Center was created with the idea of having all resources possible in one place, 
what Warwick calls a “one-stop shop.” 

The center originated in memory of Crystal Brame, the wife of Tacoma’s former Chief of Police 
David Brame. Brame shot and killed his wife and himself in 2003.  

The main source of funding for the Family Justice Center comes from the Grant to Encourage 
Arrest, a federally funded grant.  



“I think it came from a really horrible thing,” Warwick said. “We as a county learned a lot about 
domestic violence.”  

The Family Justice Center is divided into two different sides, the law enforcement side and the 
community side. The law enforcement side is filled with staff from the Pierce County Sheriff’s 
Department, the Tacoma Police Department, Pierce Country prosecutors, etc. The community 
side of the center houses community advocates, a Department of Child Support Enforcement 
specialist, a small civil legal program, a chaplain program through Associated Ministries, a 
counseling and support group program through Good Samaritan Mental Health and advocates 
from the Korean Women’s Association and Our Sister’s House.  

In 2010, the Family Justice Center served nearly 3,400 clients and received nearly 4,500 calls to 
their helpline.  

The national ratio of domestic violence victims is roughly 95 percent women and 5 percent men. 
According to McLane, the Family Justice Center’s ratio is slightly higher, with a 10 percent male 
clientele.  

The Pierce County YWCA, established in 1906, offers victims a variety of resources for justice 
and healing. Services include a 24-hour domestic violence hotline, emergency shelter for up to 
90 days, case managers, legal advocates, support groups and education. 

The YWCA, the Family Justice Center and the Women’s Center at PLU all have the ability to 
grant temporary protection orders for victims via kiosks. They provide protection for up to two 
weeks, after which the victim will need to get a permanent protection order from the Tacoma 
Courthouse.  

The organization’s transitional housing program, possible through a partnership with the Pierce 
County Housing Authority, provides 20 apartment units and support services to people in need 
for up to two years. After that period, if the resident completes their healing program 
successfully, they can go on to have affordable housing.    

One of the YWCA’s programs is their children’s program. While parents are receiving education, 
training and counseling, children are involved in their own classes. These classes, such as 
“Hands are Not for Hitting,” are to teach the children how to solve problems without using 
violence, healthy ways to channel anger, and to build resiliency, said Karin White Tautfest, 
director of shelter and advocacy services at the YWCA. 

In the last fiscal year, the YWCA received over 7,000 calls to the 24-hour hotline, assisted 2,700 
clients with legal services, and helped file 438 protection orders. The YWCA’s funding comes 
from the Department of Social and Health Services, competitive grants, donors and fundraisers.  

Just because we don’t always hear about domestic violence in the news, that doesn’t mean it’s 
not prevalent.  



“Domestic violence is one of the most underreported crimes,” White Tautfest said. 

The most common way victims report instances of domestic violence is by calling 911, said Tim 
Donlin, detective of internal affairs and previous member of the Special Assault Unit for the 
Pierce County Sheriff’s Department.  

“Domestic violence calls are one of the most common calls there are,” Donlin said.   

It is difficult to calculate the exact number of domestic violence victims who use the resources in 
Pierce County. Victims often use multiple parts of the system, such as legal, medical and 
counseling services. Each division has their own record of how many people they help, which 
can result in counting people multiple times.  

“I don’t know that we have a good way to collect cross system data at this point,” White Tautfest 
said.   

Davis feels as though the law enforcement component of reporting domestic violence could be 
improved. She said that she felt intimidated by police when she had to report what happened to 
her.  

Kevin Johnson, a detective in the Special Assault Unit for the PCSD, said that one thing he 
would like to see improved in the process of dealing with domestic violence is a better 
relationship between law enforcement and victims.  

“I would like to see some way of building a little bit stronger trust between victims and law 
enforcement,” Johnson said.   

He said that it is sometimes difficult to get victims to cooperate, but he feels that that is rightfully 
so.  

White Tautfest said that it is a common belief that domestic violence is only a poor or colored 
people’s problem. However, she believes it affects everyone.  

“There are huge costs of domestic violence on society,” McLane said. 

The health system, criminal justice system and educational system are all greatly affected. 
Children who come from violent situations can show symptoms, such as acting out in school, 
that can often be mistaken as ADHD, when in fact they might be suffering from PTSD.  

McLane believes that youth need to be taught healthy habits and behaviors early on so they can 
recognize unhealthy relationships in the future.  

Davis believes that organizations such as the Women’s Center at PLU are invaluable.  

 “If I would have had a support group like the Women’s Center,” Davis said. “I would have 
realized instantly that’s abuse; you shouldn’t have to put up with that.” 



Warwick said that she wishes the stigma around domestic violence would disappear. The main 
way this can be achieved, she said, is by raising awareness about the issue.  

Davis agrees. 

“People need to be sensitive to these issues and know that it’s not easy to come forward,” Davis 
said. “That’s why a lot of it goes unreported.”  

Davis said that with time and conversation, talking about her experience with domestic violence 
becomes easier and easier. She has been involved in and spoken at multiple PLU events, such as 
Take Back the Night and the Vagina Monologues, where the goal is to empower women and 
raise awareness.   

If Davis could give one piece of advice to others who are or think they are involved in a 
domestic violent relationship, it would be to try your hardest to get out.  

“I would never go back,” Davis said. “If you are having any doubts, if you’re justifying stuff that 
they’re doing, they’re not worth it.” 

Davis believes that the most important thing is happiness.  

“If the person who is supposed to care about you the most is the person that’s dragging you down, 
you don’t need them,” she said. “Getting out is probably the hardest thing, but it’s the best thing 
for you.” 

*Name has been changed for privacy purposes.  
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